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fallen, and ‘of which the recent action of. firme—that Congress has power under the 
the Ways and Mésns Committee isa fair ex-. ‘fo 


‘ample, of regarding the tariff solely from 


the standpoint of special interests, isa bad | 1 


habit, and the. ‘sooner it is abandoned the. 
‘better for the country. Tho hearings just’ 
brought to a.close. as to the steel rail duty 
aré ® case in point... They were confined. 


almost entirely to “receiving the” ‘argu-- 


sn of attorneys, either of — the 
; “mills or. the. railroads, Scarcely 
fa effort was made’te ascertain the inter-. 
ests of the country atlarge.’ The attorneys 
for the railways were permitted to present 
a few general facts. in this connection, but 
the committee sought” no information on 
their own’ account, while the attorneys for 
the rail mills devoted'much of their time to 
aspersing the motives of their opponents. 
The representatives of the special interests, 
who .appeared to claim the maintenance 
of ‘a high ‘duty, were: not required to give 
any clear account of the actual profits or 
mode of management of their industry... It 
seemed to be conceded from the start that 
the privileges now enjoyed should be con- 
‘tinued. unless some powerful class appeared 
to oppose them. The poor tax-payer was 
as completely ignored as if the committee 
held their seats by the votes of rail-makers or 
railway corporations, instead of ‘by. those 


of the electors in their districts. And it is-| 


only ‘too plain that the committee have 
finally concluded to drop the whole subject, 

not because it is ‘not of importance to the 
country,.or because the people are not con- 
cernedin it, but because the prepondérance 
of paid or interested advocacy: is in favor 
of maintaining monopoly and ‘not in favor 
of a gradual advance toward freedom from 
tonopoly, 


Saeaenee tains 
THE CIVIL RIGHTS: DECISIONS. 


The Supreme Court of the United States 
has now spoken on one of the most. impor- 
tant questions growing out of the war. That 
cdurt had not before declared. what was the 
meaning of this amendment with reference 
to the rights of coloréd citizens. ~ But its 
meaning on other points: had’ been consid- 


court, But the ‘statutes in- force: are not 
“as btoad on this point as the constitutional 
provision, - and do not provide for a case 
like that. of RuyNonps. Moreover, in, this 
ease the a¢oused had claimed the right to be 
tried by a mixed jury. Such # jury in any 


particular ‘case is cleasly not essential to. 


equality of protection, and the right to de- 
“mand it is certainly not. secured - by. the 
fourteenth amendment, © What a: ‘solored, 
Gitizen is entitled to under that amendment 
is ‘that # jury shall be chosen without ‘dis’ 
tinction as tovolor,» This may or may not 
result in 9 mixed. jury, but whether it 
does or not, there is no denial of equal pro- 


tection. The decision of the. Supreme ’ 


Court leaves no: doubt, then, that the four- 
teenth amendment is broad enough and 
plain enough to secure to. colored ditizens 
-theenjoyment of those rights which ~have. 
been flagrantly denied to them in Virginia 
and West Virginia, and doubtless in other 
Southern States, | Andit the existing stat- 
utes are not sufficiently offective for this 
purpose, it is now settled that Congress has 
ample power to pass those that will be. ~ 

It was. ndot,.to be expected that. Judge 
Fiep, who, with Justice CuirroRn, disvented 
‘from the majority, would neglect so favor- 
able an opportunity to enlighten the court 
‘and the country concerning the true rela- 
tions: that the General Government bears to 
the States. He declared that nothing more 
than the opinion in the Coles case. ‘‘ could 
have a greater tendency to destroy. the: in- 
dependente and autonomy of the States, 
reduce , them ‘to. a. degrading dependence 
on the Central Government, engender con- 
stant irritation, and destroy that domestic 
tranquillity which it was one of the objects 
of the Constitution to insure.” 

cermin armen nme: 
FIRE INSURANCE BUSINESS, 


The report of business transacted in 
this State by fire insurance companies dur- 


pacino colored. citizens in’ ‘ State | 


» the fact that our loesl companies have, hdd foe 48 to spply she Monroe. dootrine ex- | Winter anc 


ae eras be napa 


52 coaiien and rises was. tee: ty 
the 29 companies ; but. by-applying t es- 
timate which experience proves to be 1 uch 
nearer: ‘the: true one than Mr, Suyrn’s 
standard—that is, putting expenses on the 
‘basis of 40 pet cent., this visionary, profit 
of nearly one million of dollars is almost 
“wholly swept away. The underwriters and, 
the mercantile public might as well face the 
conelusion first as last, that the year 1879 
was & disastrous one to the business of fire 
insurance. Just how disastrous it was can- 


not be accurately determined: until com- 


‘pléted’ returns Have been aggregated ; but: 
this much may safely be said, that almost: 
all of the companies both of this and other 
States begin the present year with much 
smaller surpluses as regards their policy- 
holders than they did. the year 1879: 
Unless thebe is a decided increase in rates 
of premium or @ marked decreasé in the 
amount.of: fire loss, a large number of. the 
168 companies now doing business in New-. 
York State will before long’ be obliged, in 
consequence of an impairment in capital, to 
discontinue operations, 
ener 
NORTH AS WELL AS SOUTH. 

The attention of the American public 
has not been sufficiently calléd to the Brit-' 
ish project of a transcontinental railway to 


connect the Canadian sea-board. with the. 


‘Pacific coast. This railway is to be built 
exclusively on British territory, and, though: 
the project has met with many discouraging 
delays; a determined effort to carry it out 
is about to be made, 

In regard to ‘this British Pacific railway, 
it ‘is, our patriotic duty to take the ground~ 
that it cannot’ possibly be built, that the 
United States will not permit it:to be built, 
and that when it is built it must. be con- 
trolled: by the United States. “These propo- 
sitions are so self-evident that they need no 
argument, but owing to some unaccount- 
able reason they have never been. properly 


elusively to‘ small Spanish- -American Repub- 
‘| lies which we are strong enough to bully. 
| We must apply it to the whole. continent, 


“north as well as sonth. If we allow the 


Canadian Pacific Railway to be “built, we 


-eannot consistently forbid the digging of 
the Panama Canal. How we are going to 


prevent the completion of either the one or 
the other is a mere question of detail, Our. 
plain duty is to let the eagle scream, and 
‘thereby notify England as. well as France 
that we will-support the Monroe doctrine 
with all the large words at our command. 
—_——e 


The accident to the Nevada, ‘on the 28th, 
brings more prominently into notice than ever Capt. 
TRUDELIa’S plan of. approaching New-York. It. 
may as well be remarked at once that there is a dis. 
position on. the part. of both American and English 
Captains to: deride the Tradelle plan, simply for 
this stupid ‘reason. that a French sailor is incom- 
petent. to teach an American or an English 
jack-tar. Now, the method: presented by Capt. 


| TRUDELLE ‘may bea slow one in which sound- 


ings have to bé made, but it is essentially 


& safe one, If his plan of approaching Sandy |b 


Hook or . ‘the light-ship. were © adopted’ by 
prudent officers, there never could be any risks to 
yon. Itisnot intended for fair weather. but for 
précisely such thick weather as the Nevada en- 
countered. It is much better, thet, to be slow and 
stre,-and lose half s day’s time on a trip, than to en- 
danger innumerable lives. Until further information 
is received, the theory.of a new: bank formed off 
the Hook, on which the Nevada grounded, must be 


taken for what it is worth. 
(eR 


At Municipal Hall the’ other evening, in the’ 
course of a discussion of: the subject of commercial 
eo-operation, in whieh the Rey. BR. Hesrg Newror, 
Mr. GixepHint, Mr. Oxartes I. Bracz,. of the 
Children’s Aid Society, and other prominent social 
statists and philanthropists. took part, one of the 
speakers laid bare the. merits of the case with such 
brevity and lucidness that his remarks were worth 
heéding. It ig useless,” he said, “for men not be- 
longing to their class’'to come together in a ball on 
Medison-avenueand tell the working men of the City 
of. New-York what they need. “They will not even 
give themselves the trouble to- come here and listen, 
andif, you, gentlemen; were to supply the capital to 
start a store on every square in the City, they would 
simply regard the new establishment’ asa rival to 
their own grocery, and trade with you or not irre 
spective. of your philantnropie pretensions, In a 
word, if co-operative stores are éver to be suceessful- 
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m 6.is re : ave. silve sor A maid nf ‘one. the Committee co and held that it was not the purpose of the As astatement of business done, this report Capt. Smith and Mr. Browm They have among the working classes in this country looking to barn look ov s kep Every ew 
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harmony with the great purpose of the 
amendment. It declares in’ broad terms 
that the fourteenth amendment and the acts 
of Congress passed to give effect to it 
‘place the colored race, in respect of civil 
rights, on @ level with whites. They made 
the ‘rights and responsibilities, crvil ‘and. 
criminal, of the two races exactly the same,” 
So far as; appears. from the’ published ab- 
stracts of the ~ opinions; “the <a 
its theory’ abont. Federal - 

citizenship rest, and based its decision on. 
that clause of the amendment which pro- 


But in Mr. Suyrn’s statement 's false ap- 
pearaiice of profit has been given, that we 
are.quite sure will not be borne out by the 
‘books of most of the companies. For the 
purpose of aiding him in his csleulation, he. 
has assumed, where the actual figures were 
not obtainable, that the expenses of the va- 
tious companies were 80 per cent. of their: 
‘reseipts.. As a matter of fact this is gra- - 
tuitous underestimate, as for w number of. 
‘years past the expenses of our New-York ; 


south to:.be reached in safety by an Ameri-: 


‘oan msn-of-war of average strength. Had 


we chosen to build s Canadian Pacific Rail- 
way; we could, of course; have built it, and 
would matorally have controlled it, As we 
did not so’ choose, we must, nevertheless, 
msigt on our right to control any such. tail- 


way if it is built by other people, Tt is true 
that we have nothing to send over the Cana- | 
dian Pacific Railway, and that the freight 
carried by that route will belong exclusive- 


‘State: companies have sveraged over 40 | ly.to oth 
per cent. of their premium receipts: In- | not 1 


‘of necessary eommodities went into the pockets of 


’ eee 
> The. Border City Mill, at Fall River, which 


eaught fire day before yesterday, but escaped with 


only a few thousand dollars’ Joss, may weil be counted 


a®-unlucky. ‘The conporation originally had two 


‘mills,one of which was burned down about two 


earner eter nae ae beets orennyen ies. F008 
discovery, not long after, of the defaleations of 


‘Guonar T. HATHAWAY, now an itmaté of the State 
‘Prison nt’ Concord. A marked peculiarity of the 


Sac pind that they were a premeditated | 


Jeaaboce by & ANGrER Cxacm, also a resident. of 


























ef hibits a State from denying the equal pro campoattlgeadiirar tii such basis is |. but then President of the Union Mills, that 
iy ad in holding np te: pubis, omtemapt the | ope that it violates the first princ ‘tection of the law. to. pout shige reared ‘ahown by haope Nineteen out. a ee at 
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